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Election/Restrictions 

Claims 10-12, 19-21, and 28-30, previously withdrawn from consideration as a 
result of a restriction requirement, are hereby rejoined and fully examined for 
patentability under 37 CFR 1.104. 

Because all claims previously withdrawn from consideration under 37 CFR 1 .142 
have been rejoined, the restriction requirement as set forth in the Office action 
mailed on 20 November 2006 is hereby withdrawn. In view of the withdrawal of the 
restriction requirement as to the rejoined inventions, applicant(s) are advised that if any 
claim presented in a continuation or divisional application is anticipated by, or includes 
all the limitations of, a claim that is allowable in the present application, such claim may 
be subject to provisional statutory and/or nonstatutory double patenting rejections over 
the claims of the instant application. Once the restriction requirement is withdrawn, the 
provisions of 35 U.S.C. 121 are no longer applicable. See In reZiegler, 443 F.2d 1211, 
1215, 170 USPQ 129, 131-32 (CCPA 1971). See also MPEP § 804.01. 

Oath/Declaration 
The oath or declaration filed 22 January 2007 has been accepted. 

Claim Objections 

Claims 1-3, 10, 13, 19, 22, and 28 are objected to because of the following 
informalities: 
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• The phrase "that features:" should be rewritten as - -comprising:- - (cls.1 
&2,ln.1). 

• The phrase beginning with "and adding to" could benefit from revision to 

r 

improve clarity of meaning (cl.2, In. 11-14). 

• The phrase "comprising " should be rewritten as - -comprising!- - (cls.3 & 

10, ln.3; cls.13, 19,22, & 28, ln.1). 

• The phrase "the image forming apparatus have a first display" should be 
rewritten as - -the image forming apparatus has a first display- - (cl.10, 
ln.2). 

• Claims 4, 10, 14, and 23, must end in a period. 

• Separate features or steps following the phrase "comprising" should be 
separated using a semi-colon (see claims 3, 10, 13, 19, 22 and 28). 

• The claims are replete with grammatical and punctuation errors. 
Applicants' assistance in revision is requested to improve the form. 

Appropriate correction is required. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 
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Claims 13-18 and 22-27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as 
being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter 
which applicant regards as the invention. 

The Office cannot ascertain the metes and bounds of claims 13-21 as currently 
written. Claims 13-18 positively recite an image forming apparatus comprising a first, 
standard display device and a controller. Claims 13-18 further have a control program 
intended to interact with articles that are not positively recited as a part of the image 
forming apparatus (i.e. a second, optional display device, a first standard user interface, 
an operational guidance interface, a second standard user interface, and different 
interface) and the control program does not further define structure of the image forming 
apparatus. Claims 22-27 positively recite an image forming apparatus comprising a 
first, standard display device. Claims 22-27 further have various means intended to 
interact with articles that are not positively recited as a part of the image forming 
apparatus (i.e. a second, optional display device, a first standard user interface, an 
operational guidance interface, a second standard user interface, and different 
interface) and the control program does not further define structure of the image forming 
apparatus. Claims 13-18 and 22-27 will be considered as to the positively recited 
subject matter when treated on the merits. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
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A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Altrieth, III 
(US 5,543,897). 

Regarding claim 1, Altrieth, III (US 5,543,897) teaches a display control 
apparatus (fig. 2, #31) for image forming apparatus (fig. 2) that features: a first operation 
panel with which operators can select multiple functions of an image forming apparatus 
that has aforementioned multiple functions (fig. 2, Operator control panel; fig. 3, #OCP); a 
second operation panel (fig. 2, #200; fig. 7, #200) that is configured so that it can be 
loaded and unloaded freely to/from the aforementioned image forming apparatus (col.4, 
ln.42-47) and with which operators can select aforementioned multiple functions (col.4, 
In. 38-42, In. 50-61); a detection means to detect whether the second operation panel is 
loaded or not when the aforementioned image forming apparatus is turned on (fig.2, #31 
- though not discussed would be a function of the control unit); and a controlling means 
that controls items that are displayed on the first operation panel according to the result 
of detection by the aforementioned detection means (fig.2, #31 controls the inputs of the 
OCP and #200 and displays a pointer arrow on the standard selection display when the 
keyboard is attached - see fig. 5, near box with 2->1). 

Claims 10-12, 19-21, and 28-30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Taguchi et al. (US 5,937,232). 
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Regarding claim 10, Taguchi et al. (US 5,937,232) teach a method of providing 
user interface displays (fig.4, #402; fig.2, #240; fig.3, #309; fig.2, #203) in an image 
forming apparatus (fig.1), the image forming apparatus have a first display device (fig.4, 
#402; fig.2, #240) and a second display device (fig.3, #309; fig.2, #203), the method 
comprising providing a standard user interface to the first display device (fig. 5 & 6), the 
standard user interface including an option for the user to select an advanced interface 
(fig. 7), providing an operation guidance interface to the second display device (fig. 13), if 
a user selects the option for the advanced interface, then providing the advanced 
interface to the first display device and the second display device (fig. 8, & fig. 14). 

Regarding claim 11, Taguchi et al. (US 5,937,232) teach an image forming 
apparatus wherein the advanced interface includes an option for the user to select a 
custom interface (fig. 7, #703; fig. 25) and the standard interface lacks an option for the 
user to select a custom interface (fig. 5 does not have #703). 

Regarding claim 12, Taguchi et al. (US 5,937,232) teach an image forming 
apparatus further comprising, if the user selects the option for the custom interface, then 
providing the custom interface to the first display device and the second display device 
(see fig.25 and fig.27). 

Regarding claim 19, Taguchi et al. (US 5,937,232) teach an image forming 
apparatus (fig . 1 ) comprising a first display device (fig.4, #402; fig.2, #240), a second 
display device (fig.3, #309; fig.2, #203), a controller (fig.2), a control program (executed 
by fig.2, #200) having instructions for causing the controller to provide a standard user 
interface to the first display device (fig .5 & 6), the standard user interface including an 
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option for the user to select an advanced interface (fig. 7), provide an operation 
guidance interface to the second display device (fig. 13), determine if a user has 
selected the option for the advanced interface, and if so, then to provide the advanced 
interface to the first display device and the second display device (fig. 8, & fig. 14). 

Regarding claim 20, Taguchi et al. (US 5,937,232) teach an image forming 
apparatus wherein the advanced interface includes an option for the user to select a 
custom interface (fig. 7, #703; fig. 25) and the standard interface lacks an option for the 
user to select a custom interface (fig. 5 does not have #703). 

Regarding claim 21, Taguchi et al. (US 5,937,232) teach an image forming 
apparatus further comprising, if the user selects the option for the custom interface, then 
providing the custom interface to the first display device and the second display device 
(see fig.25 and fig.27). 

Regarding claim 28, Taguchi et al. (US 5,937,232) teach an image forming 
apparatus comprising a first display device (fig.4, #402; fig. 2, #240), a second display 
device (fig. 3, #309; fig. 2, #203), means for providing a standard user interface to the 
first display device (fig. 2, #220/230; fig. 5 & 6), the standard user interface including an 
option for the user to select an advanced interface (fig. 7), means for providing an 
operation guidance interface to the second display device (fig.2, #202; fig. 13), means 
for providing the advanced interface to the first display device and the second display 
device if a user selects the option for the advanced interface (fig. 8, & fig. 14). 

Regarding claim 29, Taguchi et al. (US 5,937,232) teach an image forming 
apparatus wherein the advanced interface includes an option for the user to select a 
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custom interface (fig. 7, #703; fig. 25) and the standard interface lacks an option for the 
user to select a custom interface (fig. 5 does not have #703). 

Regarding claim 30, Taguchi et al. (US 5,937,232) teach an image forming 
apparatus further comprising means for providing the custom interface to the first 
display device and the second display device (see fig.25 and fig.27), if the user selects 
the option for the custom interface. 

Claims 13 and 22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by at 
least Taguchi et al. (US 5,937,232), Watanabe (US 5,091,746), Machida et al. (JP Pub. 
2002-014800), or Altrieth, III (US 5,543,897). 

Regarding claim 13, Taguchi etal. (US 5,937,232) teach an image forming 
apparatus comprising: a first, standard display device and a controller (fig.2, #240 and 
#220, respectively). 

Regarding claim 13, Watanabe (US 5,091,746) teaches an image forming 
apparatus comprising: a first, standard display device and a controller (fig.20, and fig.1, 
#101, respectively). 

Regarding claim 13, Machida et al. (JP Pub. 2002-014800) teach an image 
forming apparatus comprising: a first, standard display device and a controller 
(ABSTRACT). 

Regarding claim 13, Altrieth, III (US 5,543,897) teaches an image forming 
apparatus comprising: a first, standard display device and a controller (fig.2, Operator 
Control Panel & #31, respectively). 
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Regarding claim 22, Taguchi et al. (US 5,937,232) teach an image forming 
apparatus comprising: a first, standard display device (fig. 2, #240). 

Regarding claim 22, Watanabe (US 5,091,746) teaches an image forming 
apparatus comprising: a first, standard display device (fig. 20). 

Regarding claim 22, Machida et al. (JP Pub. 2002-014800) teach an image 
forming apparatus comprising: a first, standard display device (ABSTRACT). 

Regarding claim 22, Altrieth, III (US 5,543,897) teaches an image forming 
apparatus comprising: a first, standard display device (fig. 3). 



Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 2-8 are allowed. 

The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: 

• Prior art does not disclose or suggest the claimed "a second operation 
panel that is configured so that it can be loaded and unloaded freely... 
adding to the predefined display items, at least a mode button that can 
switch the display items on the second operation panel is displayed when 
the aforementioned detection means determines that the aforementioned 
second operation panel is loaded" in combination with the remaining claim 
elements as set forth in claim 2. 

• Prior art does not disclose or suggest the claimed "if the second, optional 
display is not available, then providing a second standard interface to the 
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first display device wherein the first standard interface includes an option 
for the user to select a different interface and the second standard 
interface lacks an option for the user to select a different interface" in 
combination with the remaining claim elements as set forth in claims 3-8. 

Contact Information 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Laura K. Roth whose telephone number is (571)272- 
2154. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday, 7:30 am to 3:30 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David M. Gray can be reached on (571)272-2119. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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